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An Inspired Work
On June 11, 1776, John Adams was one of five delegates appointed to begin drafting a 
declaration of independence. When the task came down to Thomas Jefferson or John Adams, 
Jefferson proposed that Adams make the draft. To which John Adams answered, “I will not. 
You should do it.”

"Oh, no!” Jefferson exclaimed, “Why will you not? You ought to do it.”

“I will not!” Adams replied.  

“Why?” said Jefferson.

Adams answered, “Reasons enough.”

“What can be your reasons?” queried Jefferson.

Adams gave him three. “Reason first – You are a Virginian, and a Virginian ought to 
appear at the head of this business. Reason second – I am obnoxious, suspected, and 
unpopular. You are very much otherwise. Reason third – You can write ten times better than 
I can.”

“Well,” Jefferson said, “if you are decided, I will do as well as I can.”

1776 was a very difficult year for the Americans. It was a particularly difficult year for 
Thomas Jefferson. Within months of the death of his daughter, his beloved mother passed 
away, and his wife became extremely ill. His concern over the fate of his country and the 
state of Virginia gave him severe migraine headaches that would last for weeks at a time. But 
Thomas Jefferson was not a man easily deterred—no matter the adversity, he pressed 
forward in his determination to see America's liberation from British rule.

These were the conditions of Jefferson's life when he came to be the author of the 
Declaration of Independence. For 17 days he wrestled with the task of laying on paper the 
fundamental “Ancient Principles,” the laws of nature and of nature's God. Jefferson felt the 
weight of this profound responsibility, and in the face of much personal distress, he forged 
ahead.

In moments of self-doubt, Jefferson, an accomplished violinist, would often turn to the 
instrument to calm his mind and clear his thoughts.

As he would play, anxiety would fade and inspiration would again flood into his mind, 
enabling his pen to drip with inspiration upon the page.

Once completed, Jefferson communicated the document first to John Adams and Benjamin 
Franklin, requesting their wisdom because, he said, “They were the two members of whose 
judgments and amendments I wished most to have the benefit… Their alterations were two 
or three only.”

This story is from the book The Miracle of America: Birth of a Nation by William Norton and Brian Trotter and
can be ordered from the National Center for Constitutional Studies at www.nccs.net.
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If Sacrifice Be Mine to Make
It was not yet settled; the vote on the Declaration still needed to be taken. The Continental 
Congress pressed for Independence.  They knew the realization of the American dream 
would require that the document be a unanimous Declaration of Independence, among all 13 
colonies, but the two delegates from Delaware were deadlocked and the third, Caesar 
Rodney, was not in Philadelphia. With a true sense of urgency, a messenger was dispatched 
immediately to find Mr. Rodney.

The message no sooner reached him, than, laying aside all other engagements – including a 
much-needed voyage to England for a life-saving procedure for skin cancer, Caesar Rodney 
rode an exhausting eighty miles through the night during a torrential downpour, arriving in 
Philadelphia on July 2, 1776, just as the voting was beginning.

Rodney arrived lacerated and in much pain, but participated nonetheless “in his boots and 
spurs.” This too was a man inflamed with the godly desire for freedom…he understood his 
role in the birth of a free nation, and would not be deterred from his course…no matter his 
personal cost.

Caesar Rodney's critical vote allowed Delaware to join the others in making a unanimous 
vote for Independence. His sacrifice would cost him his life however, for he would never 
fully recover from his nighttime ride through the storm, and in his weakened state, he 
succumbed to the skin cancer he had left untreated.

Mr. Rodney's sacrifice is just one more example of the many sacrifices our forefathers made 
to ensure our generation would enjoy the freedoms they lacked. It is of particular note that if 
the war for independence had been lost, these good men and their families would have been 
tried for treason – the penalty for which was not just death, but far, far worse. After a 
horrifying and excruciatingly long process, when spirit and flesh had unmercifully parted, 
their quartered remains would have been scattered across the countryside, so that their final 
resting place would be unknown, unnamed, and unhonored – and yet in spite of this threat, 
these stalwart men pursued their righteous path, pressing forward with faith in their Creator. 
We may all ask ourselves – if the task rested upon our shoulders – would we have signed it? 

This story is from the book The Miracle of America: Birth of a Nation by William Norton and Brian Trotter and
can be ordered from the National Center for Constitutional Studies at www.nccs.net.
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One Hundred Miles
Some battles were fought by great soldiers and others by common people who fought and 
sacrificed for freedom in their own backyards. 

John Geiger, a disabled American patriot was unable to serve his country; however, he instilled 
in his beautiful daughter Emily, a love of freedom and liberty. Emily, being a young woman, 
was frustrated by her inability to serve in the war effort. Her excitement could not be contained 
when the occasion presented itself to serve as a courier for General Nathanael Greene.

An opportunity for General Greene to launch an assault upon the British required an urgent 
dispatch be sent immediately to General Sumter, over one hundred miles away. Finding a 
willing man to carry the message would prove to be impossible. The route was considered a 
death sentence--the dense forest road was crawling with British and sympathetic Tories, yet 
Emily was eager to volunteer.

Quietly, she took leave of her home and loved ones, and made her way to General Greene's 
encampment, where she volunteered herself to carry the message. General Greene was 
extremely hesitant to expose the young girl to such danger. He explained that if caught, she 
could be tortured and hanged for treason. But this resolute young girl was willing to take the 
risk. With no other option, and with a heavy heart, General Greene wrote the dispatch, and 
sent her off to fulfill her dangerous mission.

The first evening, Emily, weary from travel, stopped at a farm house seeking directions. The 
mother of the home, seeing that Emily was in physical despair, insisted she rest for the night. 
Emily had been asleep for two hours when she was awakened by a voice at the door. She could 
hear the men through an open window asking for a young female spy with a hidden message. 
Emily quietly dressed herself and slipped out the second story window, dropped from the roof, 
and retrieved her horse from the barn, barely escaping into the night.

On the second day she was seized upon by three soldiers and transported to Lord Rawdon, who 
interrogated her. She, being young and innocent in the art of lying, left Lord Rawdon angry and 
suspicious. He locked her in the guardhouse and called for a matron to have her searched. Left 
alone for a brief moment, Emily quickly pulled the dispatch from her pocket, committed it to 
memory, tore it to pieces and began to eat it. She had scarcely finished the last bit when the 
matron appeared and searched her from head to toe; finding nothing of suspicion, Emily was 
finally released. She mounted her horse and despite her exhaustion, made haste–riding through 
the night to reach General Sumter. 

She arrived that morning, weak, thirsty and faint, but in reciting her message to the general, 
Emily Geiger completed her mission. It would be nearly two weeks before this brave girl would 
finally return to the safety of her father; within the quiet resolve of his sweet daughter, John 
Geiger would find an uncommon miracle–and so would America. 

Emily's brave act of service proved pivotal to our success over the British. With the combined 
strength of General Sumter and General Greene, the Americans launched an attack against 
Lord Rawdon and his forces, leaving them crippled and unable to join Cornwallis, who would 
face General Washington and the approaching French fleet on his own at Yorktown.

This story is from the book The Miracle of America: Birth of a Nation by William Norton and Brian Trotter and
can be ordered from the National Center for Constitutional Studies at www.nccs.net.
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The Battle of Yorktown
It is a strange phenomenon in history that often the triumph of a monumental victory comes 
close on the heels of what might have been a colossal defeat. It was so with Washington in 
1781, when the midnight darkness of despair suddenly gave way to the incredible events 
which led to Yorktown. 

When Washington learned of the French plan to bring their fleet into Chesapeake Bay, 
rather than bring them to New York as originally planned, he seized the opportunity to trap 
Cornwallis.

He developed a masterful plan: while appearing to ready his men to recapture New York, he 
in fact prepared them for a forced march to Yorktown. This tactic was a remarkable success. 
Before the British knew what was happening, the French fleet had bottled up the entrance to 
the Chesapeake and sealed off Yorktown.

Cornwallis was trapped against the York River and there were no British ships to bring him 
supplies or evacuate his troops. With Lord Rawdon and Major Ferguson's defeats, there were 
no other British forces to come to his aid. Thus the battle began.

After seven days and nights of fighting, the great Cornwallis made a desperate attempt to 
retreat his troops across the York River. But it was not to be. Barely had his men loaded the 
boats to row across the river, when a mighty wind slammed the boats back to the river bank! 
Cornwallis exclaimed that, “It looked as if God Himself was on Washington's side.”

On the morning of October 17, the guns fell silent, and the victory of the last major battle 
of the Revolutionary War went to the Americans. 

Washington's reaction to the victory was typical of his nature. He earnestly recommended 
that all troops attend church services, and do so in a spirit of gratitude for the Divine 
Providence that had blessed them throughout the war.

This story is from the book The Miracle of America: Birth of a Nation by William Norton and Brian Trotter and
can be ordered from the National Center for Constitutional Studies at www.nccs.net.
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Seven months after the battle at Yorktown, admiration they looked upon their aging general 
Washington received a most disturbing letter who had led them all so far and so long. 
from one of his officers, outlining the military's Washington quietly finished reading the letter, 
grievances with Congress and the consideration walked out of the hall, mounted his horse, and 
of a possible military revolt. Congress had failed disappeared from view.
to honor its promises made to the army Washington's officers realized that they had 
concerning salary and pensions. The officer followed their leader into battle for the cause of 
pleaded with Washington to accept the crown Liberty and they would follow him again, into 
and serve as King George I of the United the next battle, to determine if they could 
States. become a self-governing people.
Horrified, Washington wrote back immediately, The final treaty for peace between the United 
denouncing the idea. America had come too far States and Britain was signed in the spring of 
to return to tyranny. 1783. America had, with a firm reliance on the 
Washington's strong feelings did not pacify the protection of Divine Providence, permanently 
rumbling restlessness of the military, which shed themselves from the tyrannical rule of 
called for a military revolt with or without kings and determined that they were, and of 
Washington. In a meeting of officers on the right ought to be, free.
subject, Washington reviewed their grievances Washington waited until the last of the British 
and expressed a determination to work with forces had retreated before he was willing to 
Congress for a just solution. Washington saw depart for home. On December 23 he reported 
that the officers were still sullen and silent. to Congress, and there he resigned his 
Having failed to persuade them, he reached into commission. He informed Congress that he 
his pocket and retrieved a letter from Congress intended to take leave of all the employments of 
explaining the financial difficulties of the public life, dispelling any remaining suspicion 
government. that he might still be persuaded to rule as king. 
In their seats the officers shifted uncomfortably, Returning absolute power back to the people was 
suddenly every heart missed a beat. Something indeed, a rare moment in history. Many were 
was the matter with their commander. He astonished at this singular act. In London, King 
seemed unable to read the paper. He paused in George questioned an American about what 
bewilderment. Fumbling in his waistcoat pocket, Washington would do now that he had won the 
Washington took out a pair of reading glasses-- war: “Oh,” he responded, “they say he will 
something that only his closest friends had seen return to Mount Vernon to farm and live out his 
him wear. He then said quietly, life as a private citizen.” King George stated in 
"Gentlemen, you will permit me to put on my amazement, “If he does that, he will be the 
spectacles, for I have not only grown gray in the greatest man in the world.”
service of my country, but blind also." This singular act by Washington told mankind 
"This simple statement achieved what all that America would not be ruled by earthly 
Washington's arguments had been unable to kings, but that our King would be the God of 
accomplish. The officers were deeply moved, Heaven.
and shed tears of affection, with great 

In the Service of My Country

This story is from the book The Miracle of America: Birth of a Nation by William Norton and Brian Trotter and
can be ordered from the National Center for Constitutional Studies at www.nccs.net.



Washington’s Worst Ordeal Read the story on page 33 of The Miracle of America.

Washington Resigns His Commission Read the story on page 35 of The Miracle of America.

George Washington

George Washington’s
hardest time during the
war was when some
soldiers wanted him to
be a king.

George Washington
did not want America
to have a king. Kings
are usually not good.
George Washington
decided not to be king.
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